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The Rivonia Trialists, painted by the artist Marie Vermeulen-
Breedt, is the only collection of paintings of all the Rivonia 
Trialists in existence and serves as a reminder of the efforts and 
sacrifices made towards our liberation. 

The exhibition will include a special portrait of the late Oliver 
Reginald Tambo and a painting by Rob Kearney of Nelson 
Mandela’s cabinet.

Included in the exhibition is a selection of Zimbabwean stone 
sculptures created by the artists of African Stone Art Gallery, 
some of whom reside in South Africa and others who continue 
to pursue their passion in their home county. These stone 
sculptors continue the long-standing tradition of their 
forebearers. Using a variety of stones, including the notable 
Spring Stone from Zimbabwe, the artists display adept skill in 
figurative and abstract forms. Their work is a constant reminder 
of how a people with meagre resources continue to share with 
South Africa and the globe their innate talent.

The words restoration, dignity and democracy are deeply
relevant to our society. Restoration of the collective self
requires us to cultivate a society where respect for oneself and
others is paramount, ensuring that we can move through our
democracy with dignity. South Africa, as a fledgling democracy,
cannot afford to overlook the need to cultivate high moral
standards for all their citizens.

The exhibition Thinking the Future into Being takes its leave
from thinking through what a sustainable and peaceful
democracy can be. In collaboration with the Albert and
Nokukhanya Luthuli Peace and Development Institute, the
exhibition explores our history through art with reference to
the twelve men commonly referred to as the Rivonia Trialists:
Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki, Rusty Bernstein, Raymond
Mhlaba, Nelson Mandela, Ahmed Kathrada, Dennis Goldberg,
Jimmy Kantor, Arthur Goldreich, Andrew Mlangeni, Harold
Wolpe and Elias Motsoaledi, who contributed to the freedoms
we have today. Using the Rivonia Trialists as an example of
exemplary leadership, the exhibition begins a conversation on
our current state of leadership and will explore the ways in
which we can work through our democracy to fulfil the dream
of South Africa: a peaceful and fair society.

Thinking the Future into Being



Carlyn Strydom is a researcher and curator with an 
interest in South African history and heritage particularly 
as it relates to slavery and the effects of that system on 
contemporary society. Her research extends to the role of 
museums in society and the nature of contemporary 
African art. She holds a B.A in English and Media Studies, 
a B.A Honours in Curatorship and an MPhil in Heritage and 
Public Culture. She currently works as an independent 
curator in Gauteng, and is the founder of MuseumHer, an 
online platform for art and culture in Africa.

A special musical piece has been composed by the musician 
The DarkCow in response the theme of the exhibition titled 
March Towards…?  the composition signals our march 
towards a sustainable future. 

Each artist harkens back to our forebearers, in their own 
way, and reminds us what it means to have freedom.

Carlyn Strydom
August 2019

For more information on the exhibition, please contact Carlyn 
Strydom on +27 82 040 6915 or museumher@gmail.com



The commission to paint the 12 Rivonia Trialists, and with this 
to try and do justice to the prominence of the subject, filled 
me, as a former Afrikaner Nationalist and later PFP supporter, 
with apprehension.

Having been a member of NUSAS whilst a student at Unisa, 
but never very active in politics, I was in awe of the great 
lengths and hardship that people and, in particular, the 
prominent leaders were willing to go to, for freedom. This 
freedom, this self- worth, the dignity of being regarded as a 
human being with rights, this was the catalyst. That which I 
regarded as commonplace, and a given, this was the driving 
force behind the movement. A movement that would lead to 
the death of many.

I have great respect for that which people find so compelling 
that they are willing to die for it.

In regarding the police photos of the trialists, the only pictures 
available, I felt that the vulnerability coupled with the serious 
expressions produced a perplexing dualism--these were stoic 
individuals. Captured but not vanquished, overpowered but 
not powerless. A grit and determination in the expressions 
albeit of a suppressed nature.

How to portray this? There were 8 black men and 4 white 
men.

I used the excessive size to portray the images ''larger than 
life'. In using sepia monochrome colouring, it acts as a symbol 
of shared purpose and empathetic oneness. No difference in 
colour, creed or race-a common purpose uniting to serve a 
common goal.

This is how a country should function: common purpose for 
the good of the whole.
All the images are exactly the same in size and frame-
accentuating the oneness.

I hope that the value of working towards a common elevated 
purpose, an element that these heroes embody, will inspire 
the leaders of today.

The commission is still one of the most compelling of my 
career as portraitist.

Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
b.1954 Pretoria, South Africa



Ahmed Kathrada
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)

Andrew Mhlangeni
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)



Arthur Goldreich
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)

Dennis Goldberg
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)



Elias Motsoaledi
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)

Govan Mbeki
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)



Harold Wolpe
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)

Jimmy Kantor
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)



Nelson Mandela
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)

Raymond Mhlaba
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)



Rusty Bernstein
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)

Walter Sisulu
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt
2011
Oil on canvas
80cm x 60cm
R300 000 (Ex. Vat)



Oliver Reginald Tambo
by Marie Vermeulen-Breedt

2005
100cm x 100cm

Oil on canvas
Not for sale



African Stone Art Gallery

African Stone Art Gallery is a merger between Spirit of Africa, 
Africa Yarona and Shamwari Shona Sculptures. This was done 
with a view of bringing the best there is in the sculpture world. 
The mission of the new organization is to create a sculpture 
paradise for art lovers. The organisation represents stone 
sculptors working in both South Africa and Zimbabwe.

Artist statement issued by Washington M Chakanyuka (group 
representative)

The word Zimbabwe means a big house of stones. In Shona 
language Zi means big, mba means house and bwe means 
stone. Shona people have been dwelling between the Limpopo 
and the Zambezi rivers for more than 700 years.

Shona people are masters of stone art. Their skilful use the 
stone has also overlapped into neighbouring countries like 
Botswana, Mozambique and South Africa. The skill to make 
stone sculptures is passed down from generation to 
generation, like many other traditions. There are no formal 
schools that teach stone sculpting.

One acquires the skill and knowledge through contact, 
exposure and experience. Artefacts in stone, iron, and 
wood could be used as lobola before the introduction of 
money. This shows us how the society valued people who 
use their hands and brains to better their lives. 

Our group is known by two names namely, Africa Yarona
or Shamwari Art Gallery. Africa Yarona means ‘this 
beautiful Africa of ours’ and Shawari art gallery means 
‘friends of ours’. The work tries to explore human 
existence and our relationship with rest of the universe. 
Shamwari Art Gallery has been operating for more than 25 
years as a group.

The group was formed in the 1980’s when Zimbabwe was 
the daring of the world. We started from the villages and 
moved to towns such as Harare where business was good. 
From Zimbabwe we moved to South Africa and things 
became even better. 



Therefore, I would like to take this opportunity thank 
Professor Vil-Nkomo and his team plus the University of 
Pretoria for presenting this platform for us so that we can 
showcase our talents and skills. It is through their hard work 
and effort that the world will see us. Also, I would like to 
thank all the collectors in advance for their kind and generous 
support. 

In 1994 South Africa became independent. The same year our
group was chosen to go to New York to represent South
Africa. The visit to the US opened many doors for us. On the
same trip the Canadian government invited us and paid all our
expenses. Australia was waiting for us before we even arrived
from Canada and the US.

People from Chicago, Los Angeles, DC, Atlanta and all the big
cities of America wanted us to come back. We toured all the
major towns of America except Florida and Boston. During
our visit Ambassador Young commissioned us to make a huge
piece for him. During his visit to Zimbabwe he was USA
representative to the UN and mayor of Atlanta.

All these good things were watered down by the bad things
that followed. The light was switched from Mugabe to
Mandela. South Africa became the rainbow nation and
Zimbabwe became the cursed nation. All the big galleries who
were supporting art disappeared with their financial muscle
to advertise.



TENDAI  MAGODO
Future
Savannah Marble
142cm (h), 60cm (l), 48cm (d), 180kgs 
(weight)
R40 000 (Ex. VAT)

The remains of Sarah Baartman were only returned to South 
Africa from France a few years ago. The body was displayed in 
exhibition halls and museums for more than a century because 
of its pronounced curves and outstanding features.
It is the instinct in men to explore certain features in the 
female form, that has always transfixed Tendai to the torso. 

TENDAI is a prolific artist who specialises in the human form. 
Portraits and other representative pieces come naturally to his 
hand. He is a gifted artist whose work will only improve in the 
future.



CHRISS CHIRONGA
Creation
Spring Stone
2.26m (h), 90cm (w), 60cm (d), 215Kgs (weight)
R75 000 (Ex. VAT)

This sculpture showcases the contrast and speciality in colour 
mixing with its polished and unpolished sides. The sculpture 
demonstrates the raw stone texture as well as the black, smooth 
and shining stone, a result of the stone being polished.

CHRISS is a prolific artist who specializes in creations. He is also 
among the senior artists in the group. His pieces have been 
exhibited in various continents. His desire for artistic freedom is 
shown by his sculpting of abstract forms.



EDIUS MUROMBA
Graduate
Spring Stone
76cm (h), 54cm (l), 48cm (d) 49Kgs (weight)
R10 000 (Ex. VAT)

Graduation is a wish for every school child. But it is not 
easy to reach that level. It needs commitment, support 
and encouragement. This sculpture was created to give 
others hope, particularly those who find themselves in 
more trying circumstances.

EDIUS is a gifted artist. He is able to work on a variety of 
abstract forms. His pieces grace a number of well-known 
galleries throughout the world.



GARAVAZA
A dream wedding
Cobolt
215cm (h), 68cm (l), 42cm (d), 145Kgs (weight)
R150 000 (Ex. VAT)

Dream wedding is sculpture representing a young girl’s dream. 
The girl walks, lives and talks her dream. The piece represents 
many cultures put together to demonstrate unity across cultures.

GARAVAZA is the one of the greatest artist in the group. He is a 
multitalented sculptor but he mostly specialises in fine art. His 
pieces have been exhibited in various continents. He captured 
the dream aspiration and the pride of this young girl.



EUPITA  MANJENGWA
My hair, myself
Savannah Marble
68cm (h), 71cm (l), 43cm (d), 94,5Kgs (weight)
R25 000 (Ex. VAT)

EUPITA specialises in a variety of abstract forms. His talent 
grows day by day as he is always surrounded by his talented 
brothers. His pieces have been exhibited in various 
continents. 



Leaving one part natural and other part polished gives a greater 
contrast which brings out the beauty in the stone. Love starts 
from anywhere at any-time. This time it emerges from the rock 
to give it a strong foundation.

JONAH is a gifted artist. He is able to work on a variety of birds 
and abstract animals. His pieces grace a number of well-known 
galleries throughout the world.

JONAH CHAKANYUKA
Lovers
Spring Stone
80cm (h), 71cm (l), 22cm (d), 60Kgs (weight)
R15 000 (Ex. VAT)



The piece is made from Dolomite, a new stone from 
Zimbabwe. It is white and pure. This sculpture 
represents purity and innocence showing a young girl 
from a royal family. 

CHIRIPANYANGA has made tremendous strides in the 
past five years. His pieces inspire hope and expectation. 
Through interaction, with the artist, one has the feeling 
of potential blossoming. He is doing well domestically 
and internationally. 

CHIRIPANYANGA
Purity of heart
Dolomite
68cm (h), 95cm (l), 25cm (d), 64,5Kgs (weight)
R32 000 (Ex. VAT)



Hunters communicates and connects the past, the present and 
the future. Not only is it trans-generational, it shows the 
independence of humanity and the central role of communication 
in its existence.
The man of the upper branch of the tree shows man’s quest to 
seek knowledge of his environment. Not only he does scout and 
feeds his colleague with information, but also provides him with 
arrows with which he will use to make a kill. The Khoisan showed 
us how we can preserve our history in stone. Now we are 
preserving their history in our stones. 

EFFORT is an artist with immense skills. His works have been 
exhibited in all the continents of the world. His sculptures grace 
the galleries of America, Europe , Australia and Africa. 

EFFORT CHIVHUNGA
Hunters
Spring Stone
148cm (h), 67cm (l), 52cm (d), 196kgs (weight)
R450 000 (Ex. VAT) 



OWEN PFUMAI
Majestic Elephant
Savannah Marble
110cm (h), 79cm (l), 48cm (d), 79Kgs (weight)
R70 000 (Ex. VAT)

Elephants are social animals. They live in groups and they 
perform rituals like human beings. This piece represent 
an abstract form of the elephant.

OWEN is a gifted artist and has made a tremendous 
strides in his sculpture career over the last few years. He 
has stands out from the rest through his ability to carve 
beautiful pieces. Owen can put motion, movement, 
feeling and life into a stone. For more than 10 years now, 
he has been creating and designing work for people all 
over the world. 



ESAU KARURU
Farmer
Opal
140cm (h), 54cm (l), 50cm (d), 190Kgs 
(weight)
R30 000 (Ex.VAT)

The natural and unpolished portions display the contrast and 
the beauty of this sculpture. In some cultures it is still 
believed that the duty of the daughter in law is to do all the 
household work and raise the kids, while the man fends for 
the family. With the baby on her back, this piece gives more 
depth and understanding of women are capable of.

ESAU KARURU is a gifted artist. He works on a variety of 
figurative and abstract creations. His pieces grace a number of 
well-known galleries throughout the world. 



ISHMAEL CHITIYO
Open heart
Cobalt
68cm (h), 95cm (l), 23cm (d), 64kgs (weight)
R18 000 (Ex. VAT)

ISHMAEL has made tremendous strides in his sculpture 
career in the past few years. His work shows immense 
skill and creativity.



ROB KEARNEY
Nelson Mandela’s Cabinet

200cm x 300cm
Price available on request

Rob Kearney is a visual artist who has painted the presidents of the African National Congress 
from 1912 to date as well as former President Mandela’s Cabinet.



The Dark Cow



Artist Statement 

The Dark Cow (a.k.a. Mandisi Nkomo)

March Towards…? forms a culmination of years of 
musical learning via living. Having picked up music, 
particularly composition, at a late age, many traditional 
channels of learning were not open. Thanks to online 
learning Mandisi was able to learn some orchestration, 
arranging and music theory via Berklee College of 
Music, an online school.

With some analytical skills in pocket, Mandisi attended 
'Jazz School' at a Jazz Club in Cape Town, initially called 
The Mahogany Room, and later changed to Straight, No 
Chaser. Not thinking much of it at the time, Mandisi
picked up aspects of South African jazz, by listening, 
watching, and hanging out with the most humble, yet 
highly acclaimed jazz musicians, playing at the club. 

When asked to compose music around the theme, 
Thinking the Future into Being, the first thing that came 
to mind was Kesivan Naidoo’s Freedom Dance. This fit 
snugly within the exhibition featuring the Rivonia 
Trialists. Naidoo’s Freedom Dance is a Mandela inspired 
composition featuring rhythms based on the Toyi Toyi. 
Interestingly, the Toyi Toyi rhythm originates in 
Zimbabwe, with the Zimbabwe People’s Revolutionary 
Army. This serendipitously overlapped with the 
inclusion of Zimbabwean artists in the exhibition. The 
Toyi-Toyi rhythm becomes the basis of March 
Towards…? continuing what Naidoo started, by 
injecting the political directly into the composition.  

To listen to the composition for the exhibition, please 
go here: https://soundcloud.com/thedarkcow/march-
towards or 
http://thedarkcow.bandcamp.com/track/march-
towards
Further information can be found here: 
https://thedarkcow.com/

https://soundcloud.com/thedarkcow/march-towards
http://thedarkcow.bandcamp.com/track/march-towards
https://thedarkcow.com/


Thinking the Future into Being is curated by Carlyn Strydom
Conceived of  by Prof. Sibusisio Vil-Nkomo at the Centre for the Advancement of Scholarship from the University of Pretoria & 

supported by Mr. Gerard de Kamper from UP Arts, Ms. Lungile Ngakane from the Albert and Nokukhanya Luthuli Peace and 
Development Institute and the Javett Art Centre at the University of Pretoria

Javett-UP


